
CONSCIENCE 

Parent Presentation on Christian Morality 

Part 3



CONSCIENCE
➢ Conscience: Freedom and Moral 

Responsibility 

 Intellect

 Free will – Free Choice

➢ What is “Conscience”?

 Conscience means “knowledge” about moral truth

 Moral responsibility to form our conscience properly

➢ Erroneous Conscience:

 Invincibly erroneous conscience 

 Vincibly erroneous conscience

First Rule of the 

Christian Moral Life: 

Always obey 

your 

conscience!

CCC #’s1704-6



FORMATION OF MORAL 

CONSCIENCE

➢ The Well-formed Conscience

Upright 

Truthful 

Judgments are formed according to right reason 

Judgments are in conformity with authentic good

➢ How is Moral Conscience Developed?

Use of reason

Acquiring knowledge of Truth of Faith



Process of Conscience Formation

Life-long Process

Role of faith, trust, and humility

Learn what the Church teaches.Know

Study why the Church teaches what it does.Understand

Accept what the Church teaches as true and beneficial to our 
growth as human beings created in God’s image.Assent

Assimilate Put the Church’s teaching into daily personal practice.



THE MORALITY OF HUMAN ACTS

➢ Act itself – “Object”

➢ Intention of the Act

➢ the “End”

➢ Circumstances

A morally good 

act requires 

that it be good 

in all its parts

Point to Note:

Some acts are always intrinsically evil:  “What ever is hostile to life itself, such as 

homicide, genocide, abortion, euthanasia, voluntary suicide, or whatever is offensive 

to human dignity” - Veritatis Splendor, JPII



INTRINSIC EVIL

 Denial of Intrinsic Evil – a widespread and dangerous

error of contemporary culture

 Definition of Intrinsic Evil: Objects of the human act which are, by 

their nature, incapable of being ordered to God.

▪ Acts are evil regardless of circumstances or intentions of person 

committing the act

▪ Good intentions or circumstances can diminish the evil, but can not 

remove it.

 “Ends do not justify the means” One may never commit an 

intrinsically evil act – even to attain to a good end

JPII Veritas Splendor, nos. 80-83; Catechism of the Catholic Church #’s 1749-61



THE REALITY OF SIN

 Definition of Sin: a deliberate thought, word, deed, or omission contrary to the 

Law of God.  

 Sin is essentially destructive:

1. An offense against God

2. Harms our nature

3. Wounds our relationship with others

 Types of Personal Sin 

1. Venial Sin

2. Mortal Sin

Catechism of the Catholic Church #’s 1846, 1854-64

“If we say, ‘we are without sin,’ we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  If we acknowledge our 

sins, He is faithful and just and will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

every wrongdoing.” 

– 1John 1:8-9



MORTAL SIN
➢Conditions for a Mortal Sin

1. Sufficient Knowledge and 

Reflection

2. Sufficient Freedom

3. Grave Matter

➢ Grave Matter

1. Violation of one of the 10 Commandments

2. Scriptural Examples of “Sins that cry out to heaven”

3. Contemporary  Sins that constitute Grave Matter:

a. Drunkenness and illegal drug use

b. Sins of Lust

c. Sins against the dignity of marriage

d. Sins against the fruitfulness of marriage
CCC #’s 1858, 1865-69; 

United States Catholic 

Catechism for Adults, 312-13

Now the works of the 

flesh are obvious: 

immorality, impurity, 

licentiousness, idolatry, 

sorcery, hatreds, rivalry, 

jealousy, outbursts of 

fury, acts of selfishness, 

dissensions, factions,

occasions of envy, 

drinking bouts, orgies, and the like. I warn 

you, as I warned you before, that those who 

do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.    - Letter of Paul to Galatians 5: 19-23



THE THEOLOGICAL VIRTUE OF HOPE
Ordered to a future 
reality that fosters a 

balanced 
understanding of 

mortal sin

Confident 
expectation of 

divine blessing and 
eternal life with 

God

Based on the 
mercy and 

goodness of God



QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION AND 
DISCUSSION:

2. What can I do to foster in myself and others an upright, truthful conscience?

3. Prudence is the moral virtue that helps us to make good moral choices.  Given the 

criteria for a morally good action, what factors should I take into account

considering a particular course of action?

1. A well-formed conscience is necessary if we are to make good 

and moral decisions on a consistent basis.  Do I have a well-

formed conscience? 


