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WHAT IS LAW?

“Not everyone who says to me, 

‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but only 

the one who does the will of my 

Father in heaven.”      

– Matthew 7:21

Definition:

“Law is an ordinance of right reason, instituted by one having 

legitimate authority in the community, for the common good.  

Generally speaking, then, laws regulating human activity 

should be reasonable, authoritative, and helpful, lest they fail 

in their purpose.”  

- St. Thomas Aquinas

Catechism of the Catholic Church #’s 1950 - 86

1. Moral Law: Regulates the way God wants us to live 

in truth and charity

2. Moral Law --

• God as Law-giver

• Human person as Law-receiver

3. Moral Law rooted in God

4. Moral Law exists to facilitate relationship with God 

and the human community
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ETERNAL LAW
➢ Definition: The plan of Divine Wisdom directing all acts and 

movements.

➢ Cosmic Order vs. Chaos

➢ Properties of Eternal Law:

1. Primordial Law

2. Foundation of all laws

3. Intrinsic

4. Universal

➢ Purpose: To facilitate order and to establish harmony in the 
universe and social order.



NATURAL LAW

➢ Communicated in two ways:

1. Natural faculties

2. Supernatural means

➢ Four basic characteristics:

1. Given to us at creation

2. Universality

3. Accessibility

4. Immutable

➢ After the fall of humanity, not longer perceived clearly

➢ Basic moral framework

“The wrath of God is indeed 

being revealed from heaven 

against every impiety and 

wickedness of those who 

suppress the truth by their 

wickedness. For what can be 

known about God is evident 

to them, because God 

made it evident to them.

Ever since the creation of 

the world, his invisible 

attributes of eternal power 

and divinity have been able 

to be understood and 

perceived in what he has 

made. As a result, they have 

no excuse…” - Romans 1:18-20

St. Thomas Aquinas, Dec. Praec. I; Pius XII, Humani generis: DS 3876; cf. Dei Filius 2: DS 3005; CCC #’s 1954-1060



POSITIVE LAW
 Positive Law is promulgated by those who 

have authority to communicate it to society.

 Moral Law: God or the Hierarchy of the 
Church. 

 Civil Law: legitimate civil authority

 Definition of Law:

 It is an ordinance of reason

 It exists for the Common Good

 It is made by those who are responsible 
for the care of the community

 It must be officially promulgated

 Three Types of Positive Law:

 Divine Positive Law - Revealed Law

 Ecclesiastical Positive Law (Canon Law)

 Civil Positive Law

Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (Dei Verbum) – with emphasis on nos. 2 – 6



REVEALED LAW
❖ Refers to God’s 

communication of His 

Eternal Law to us 

through Divine 

Revelation

❖ Spans the entire course 

of Salvation History and 

consists of both the Old 

Law and the New Law.
Transfiguration of Christ

Christ appears in transfigured form with Moses, symbolic of the Law 

and Elijah, symbolic of the Prophets

Christ is the fulfillment of both the Law and the Prophets



MORAL CONSCIENCE AND THE LAW

▪ Just Law

▪ Promotes the Common God

▪ Burdens imposed by the law must reflect 

“equality of proportion”

▪ All use of authority is a sharing in God’s Authority

▪ Human Laws

▪ Civil Law

▪ Church Law

“An unjust law is 
no law at all.”

St. Augustine of Hippo

On Free Choice Of The Will, Book 1, § 5

▪ Unjust Law and Moral Conscience

JPII Evangelium Vitae, no. 73; CCC #’s 1959, 2273; Summa Theologia l-11, question 93, article 3



DISCUSSION AND REFLECTION

➢ Do I see God’s moral law as simply a “bunch of rules”       

- or as a light for my path?

➢ What do I think of when I hear the word “law”?

➢ Do I delight in the Law of the Lord?


