
SACRAMENTS: SACRAMENTS OF SERVICE 

LESSON SEVEN: VOCABULARY 

ADW Faith Foundations 

 
Adultery: Marital infidelity; sexual relations in which at least one of the parties is married to a 
third party. A grave violation of the Sixth  Commandment. 
 
Annulment: A finding by competent Church authority that a true marriage never existed. One 
who receives such a “declaration of nullity” with regard to a prior union is ordinarily free to 
marry in the Church. 
 
Complementarity: The state of mutually completing one another. The fundamental equality of 
men and women is not based on “sameness,” but rather on their 
complementing each other in love. 
 
Consent: In the context of marriage, the act whereby a man and woman freely give themselves 
to each other for the purpose of establishing an indissoluble covenant of life and love. 
 
Contraception: The use of any device, medication, or procedure with the intention of preventing 
conception from taking place as a result of marital intercourse. Contraception is an intrinsic evil, 
even among married couples, as it violates both the unitive and procreative dimensions of the 
marital embrace. 
 
Covenant: An oath or pact entailing a total, unconditional exchange of persons resulting in the 
creation of family bonds. God made a series of covenants with mankind during the course of 
salvation history, and marriage is a covenantal relationship between husband and wife. 
 
Domestic Church: The Christian family, inasmuch as the home is the place where children 
receive the first proclamation of the faith, serving as a school of virtue and a welcoming 
community of prayer and service. 
 
Indissolubility: Quality of a consummated Christian marriage indicating that it cannot be 
dissolved or terminated until the death of one of the spouses. 
 
Marriage: Partnership of life and love between a man and a woman, ordered to the good of the 
spouses and to the procreation and education of children. Christ elevated marriage to the dignity 
of a sacrament. 
 
Natural Family Planning: Also known as "NFP"; any or all of the various methods used to 
determine the wife's fertility, both to achieve pregnancy and also, when there are serious reasons 
for doing so, to avoid pregnancy. NFP does not entail contraception; it is morally acceptable and 
in addition has been shown to be safe and effective. 
 
Theology of the Body: Pope John Paul II's integrated vision of the human person, Imparted in 
addresses given over the course of five years. He explains that the physical human body expresses the 
human person and gives us important insights regarding the meaning and purpose of human life and 
love. 


