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MARRIAGE
ADW FAITH FOUNDATIONS



OBJECTIVES

 The Sacrament of Marriage as a partnership 
of life and love ordered to …

 the good of the spouses

 the procreation and education of 
children

 Marriage as a vocation that …

 reflects the love of the Trinity

 entails a mission to build up the Kingdom 
of God

 provides the foundation 



“That is why a man leaves 

his father and mother 

and clings to his wife, 

and the two of them 

become one body.”
Genesis 2:24



ARISTOTLE’S FOUR QUESTIONS

NATURE: What is it?

MATTER: What is it made of?

PURPOSE: What is it made for?

ORIGIN: Where did it come from?



A PARTNERSHIP OF 

LIFE AND LOVE

CANON 1055

§ 1 The marriage covenant, by which a man 
and a woman establish between themselves a 
partnership of their whole life, and which of its 
own very nature is ordered to the wellbeing of 
the spouses and to the procreation and 
upbringing of children, has, between the 
baptized, been raised by Christ, the Lord, to the 
dignity of a sacrament.

§ 2 Consequently, a valid marriage contract 
cannot exist between baptized persons without 
it being by that very fact a sacrament.
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MARRIAGE ….

a. A covenant

b. Partnership of the whole of lifeis:

a. One man and one woman

b. Their mutual consent consummated by becoming 
one flesh

is made of:

a. The good of the spouses

b. Having and raising childrenis for:

a. God

b. The couple’s mutual consentcomes from:



A PARTNERSHIOP OF 

LIFE AND LOVE

When the Lord God brought the woman to 

the man, the man said: 

“This one, at last, is bone of my bones, and 

flesh of my   flesh; this one shall be called 

‘woman,’ for out of man this one has been 

taken.” That is why a man leaves his father 

and mother and clings to his wife, And the 

two of them become one flesh.

– Genesis 1:22-24

➢ God, the Author of Marriage

➢ Marriage = the Original Sacrament

➢ Marriage is a Sacrament at the Service 

of Communion

➢ Man and Woman, created in 

complementarity

➢ Marital Intercourse = Body Language of 

the Love of the Trinity



LOVING AS 

GOD LOVES

➢Marriage and marital intercourse express 

God’s Inner Life.

➢ Moral Questions are answered within the 

context of who God is.

1. Marriage, including the Marital Act, must be a free and 

total gift of self since this is the way God gives.

2. Marriage creates a permanent indissoluble union of 

persons since this is the way God loves.

3. Marriage, as eachact of intercourse, must be ordered 

to new life. When God gives, it is directed to new life.

CCC #371-73, 1601-1605; United States Catholic Catechism for Adults, p.277-287



FOUR ELEMENTS OF MARITAL LOVE

FREE TOTAL

FAITHFUL FRUITFUL

CCC #371-73, 1601-1605; United States Catholic Catechism for Adults, p.277-287



SACRAMENT OF 

GOD’S LOVE

• Disruption caused by Original Sin – Christ restored the 

original plan of Marriage and made it a sacrament.

• Sacramental Sign of Marriage: Christ’s Love for His Bride 

the Church

• Form: Free Consent

• Covenant: promise of total unconditional exchange of 

person resulting in family bonds.



MIRRORING GOD’S LOVE

“Does this thought or action 
image the way God loves?” 

Marriage, including the Marital Act, must be a 
free and total gift of self since this is the way 
God gives.

Marriage creates a permanent indissoluble 
union of persons since this is the way God loves.

Marriage, as each act of intercourse, must be 
ordered to new life. When God gives, it is 
directed to new life.



MARRIAGE PREPARATION

“It is imperative to give 

suitable and timely 

instruction to young 

people, above all in the 

heart of their own families, 

about the dignity of 

married love, its role and 

its exercise, so that, having 

learned the value of 

chastity, they will be able 

at a suitable age to 

engage in honorable 

courtship and enter upon 

a marriage of their own” 

From Gaudium et Spes, the Pastoral 
Constitution on the Church in the Modern 
World, no. 49

• Begins in early childhood with spiritual and 

catechetical formation, and formation in human 

virtues

• Continues into adolescence and early adulthood

• Engagement – Last mode of immediate intensive 

preparation:

1. Mystery of Christ and His Church

2. Marriage as Sacrament and means of grace

3. Marriage as Vocation in Christ

4. Significance of Marriage Liturgy



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Who have been role models to me as to what a Christian marriage 

should be?

2. What is it about their marriages that I find most inspiring?

3. What do these marriages teach me about the love of God?


