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Bishop: From the Greek episcopos, meaning "overseer"; one who has received the fullness of the 

Sacrament of Holy Orders, thereby making him a successor of the apostles and the shepherd of the 

diocese entrusted to him. 

 

Celibacy: Most generally, the state of being unmarried; more typically refers to the decision to 

remain unmarried for the sake of the Kingdom, in order to give oneself entirely to God and to the 

service of His Church. All bishops, as well as priests in the Latin rite, are called to lead celibate 

lives in imitation of Christ. 

 

Chastity: The virtue related to temperance that provides for the successful integration of 

sexuality within the person in keeping with God's plan for human happiness. All persons— 

married, engaged, single, and consecrated—are called to chastity according to their state in 

life. 

 
Deacon: One who has received the third degree of Holy Orders. Deacons are ordained to assist bishops 

and priests in the pastoral care of the faithful. Some deacons are "transitional," meaning that they will 

eventually be ordained to the priesthood, while others are "permanent" in that they will not be ordained as 

priests. 

 
Diocese: Also known as a "particular Church" or, in the Eastern Churches, an "eparchy"; a division of the 

Church usually comprised of all Catholics living within a certain geographical area, under the leadership 

of the local bishop. 

 
Holy Orders: The sacrament in which the ministry entrusted by Christ to the apostles continues to be 

exercised in the Church. The sacrament, which imparts an indelible spiritual character, has three distinct 

degrees or "orders": deacon (diaconate), priest (priesthood or presbyterate), and bishop (episcopate). 

 
Ordination: The rite of the Sacrament of Holy Orders in which the bishop, through the laying on of 

hands and the prayer of consecration, sets apart certain men as ordained ministers for the worship of God 

and the sanctification of the world. 

 
Priest: One who offers sacrifice to God. All the baptized are "priests" in the sense of uniting their lives to 

Christ as a living sacrifice to the Father. More specifically, a priest is a man who has been ordained by a 

bishop to teach, sanctify, and shepherd the faithful, especially through the administration of the 

sacraments. 

 
Vocation: From the Latin vocare, meaning "to call"; the calling we have in this life and in the life to 

come. "Vocation" is most commonly used to describe the specific call to the priesthood or religious life, 

but all Christians have the "vocation" in Christ to seek holiness and to build up the Church. 

 


