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OPENING PRAYER: Together, pray: 

Holy Spirit, 
     We praise and thank you!  

You anoint us to 
     bring glad tidings to the poor 
     proclaim liberty to captives 

     recover sight for the blind 
     free the oppressed 

     and build communities in keeping 
     with God's vision of justice. 

Show us how to be 

     light of the world 
     salt of the earth 

     seeds that sprout love 
     and leaven that infuses humanity 
     with the desire to promote 

     human dignity and solidarity. 

Help us to listen so that 
     those in poverty can lead our efforts to 

     proclaim a more hopeful vision 
     liberate captives from injustice 

     heal the blindness of the powerful 
     free us all from self-centeredness 
     and build community to overcome poverty. 

Amen. 

WATCH: “CST 101: Call to Family, Community and Participation” on YouTube. 

 

PRAY WITH SCRIPTURE: 
 

Read this Scripture passage twice. 
 

Invite participants to reflect silently after it is read the first time. 

 
“Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: ‘The Spirit 

of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor. 
 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 

https://youtu.be/giQgWakrgQs
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to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.’”  
 

(Luke 4:17-19) 

 

SHARE: 
 

• As members of families and communities, how can we participate together in Christ’s 
mission? 

 

REFLECT ON TRADITION: 
 
Read these two passages aloud. 

 
 

While building up the Church in love, the Christian family places itself at the service of 

the human person and the world, really bringing about the ‘human advancement’ 
whose substance was given in summary forming the Synod’s Message to families:  
‘Another task for the family is to form persons in love and also to practive love in all its 

relationships, so that it does not live closed in on itself, but remains open to the 
community, moved by a sense of justice and concern for others, as well as by a 

consciousness of its responsibility towards the whole of society.’ 
 
—St. John Paul II, The Family in the Modern World (Familiaris Consortio), no. 64 

 
 

“Local individuals and groups can make a real difference. They are able to instill a 
greater sense of responsibility, a strong sense of community, a readiness to protect 
others, a spirit of creativity and a deep love for the land.  

. . . Social problems must be addressed by community networks and not simply by the 
sum of individual good deeds.” 
 

—Pope Francis, On Care for Our Common Home (Laudato Si'), nos. 179, 219 

 

DISCUSS: 
 
• In our families and faith communities, how can we cultivate a sense of responsibility for 

building a society in which the dignity of each person is recognized and protected? 

 

• How does your own participation in one or more communities enable you to contribute toward 

creating a global community in God’s vision of justice? 

 

 
 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_19811122_familiaris-consortio.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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ACT: 
 

Read below about St. Peter Claver parish, in West Baltimore, which seeks to bring faith 

into conversation with surrounding realities, including violence, racism, and policing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We see our parish of St. Peter Claver as a refuge—a sacred space for conversation—where faith 

encounters the problems and realities that face the Sandtown neighborhood of West Baltimore. 

Four years ago, we helped form the No Boundaries Coalition (NBC), which has helped bring our 

faith into conversation with the realities around us. NBC now receives funding from the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development. We began to open our parish doors for conversations about 

violence, community-police relations, and other issues we face. We began regularly joining 

Bishop Madden and other faith groups on prayer and visibility walks, to stand against violence 

and crime. Our most recent walk drew 150 people to witness and pray at the seven latest 

murder sites. After the 2015 death of Freddie Gray, we served as a meeting place for 150 faith 

leaders and community members to gather and plan our response. We helped distribute 10,000 

pounds of food and supplies and mobilized 1,000 volunteers to clean up the community. After 

the riots, we interviewed residents in the area where the Gray incident had occurred, 

documenting their testimonies about police misconduct. When the Department of Justice later 

became involved, our report assisted their work. With Catholic Charities, we implemented a 

Safe Streets Program to train “violence interrupters”—trusted people within the community—to 

de-escalate tense situations that could turn violent. We regularly assist in a racial justice circle 

process, which includes participants from within and outside Sandtown and seeks to explore 

Faith transforms  

violence and racism in  

West Baltimore 

https://www.wearesaltandlight.org/find-resources/faith-transforms-violence-and-racism-west-baltimore/
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oppressive systems and privilege. Finally, our pastor, who is heavily involved in our work for 

peace, preaches often on our call, as Catholics, to be involved in this work. Following the Gray 

incident, Fr. Ray helped form “Clergy United to Transform Sandtown,” which brings together 

clergy from churches across the neighborhood, to work to address these issues together. 

 

DISCUSS: 
 

• In your family, neighborhood, school or faith community, how might you be called to act 

with others to help shape our local and global communities in God’s vision of justice? 

 

 

SEND: 
 

Creator God,  
 

Help us to join with others as disciples who seek to live the Gospel and transform our 
communities.  
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  

 
Amen 

 

 
 

 
Visit crs.org/CST-101 or wearesaltandlight.org/CST101 for all CST 101 resources, including the 
prayers, stories and videos  linked to in these discussion guides. 
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