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SCRIPTURE AND REVELATION, PART ONE

HOW DO YOU KNOW GOD IS REAL?



WAYS WE COME TO KNOW GOD

•NATURAL REVELATION
• CREATION

• HUMAN EXPERIENCE

•DIVINE REVELATION
• SACRED SCRIPTURE

• TRADITION

Divine Revelation is the most essential path to God 



JESUS CHRIST –
THE DEFINITIVE REVELATION OF GOD

• The fullness of God’s Revelation to the world is 

the Person of Jesus Christ. 

• Jesus revealed God to us through His life, 

death, and resurrection.

• Jesus’s Revelation of God continues through His 

apostles and disciples.

• Jesus is the ultimate and primary way God has 

been revealed to humankind

God’s Revelation takes place in both 

Scripture and Tradition



“TRADITION” – WHAT IS IT?

“Tradition” is: 

• The oral preaching of the Apostles that continued  after Jesus died. 

• The written message of salvation (the Sacred Scriptures) that is preserved and handed 

on through the unbroken line of apostles, the bishops of the Catholic Church. This 

unbroken line is referred to as “Apostolic Succession”. 

• Tradition and Sacred Scriptural are equally authoritative

• The teaching authority of the Church, called the “Magisterium”, is a primary source of 

Revelation – equal in authoritative weight to the Sacred Scriptures.

• The “Sensus Fidei” is the sense of the faithful which has also contributed to the 

teaching authority of the Body of Christ throughout the ages.



How do we know a teaching is authentic? 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church # 85: 

“The task of giving an authentic interpretation of the 

Word of God, whether in its written form or in the form of 

tradition, has been entrusted to the living, teaching office 

of the Church alone.” 

Three criteria by which to judge the teaching of the Tradition. 

1.Ecumenicity

2.Antiquity

3.Consent



SACRED SCRIPTURE 
HOW DO WE KNOW IF WHAT WE READ IS TRUE?

• GOAL OF SACRED SCRIPURE: A  
two-way conversation between God 
and us.

• AUTHENTICITY OF SCRIPTURES: 
Based on corroborating witnesses

• CANON OF SCRIPTURE:  The 
term “canon” refers to a rule or 
fixed reference point.  

• BIBLICAL CANON: Refers to a 
limited and defined group of writing 
which are accepted as authoritative with 
the Church. 



OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT CANONS

• OLD TESTAMENT: 

o Pentateuch 

o Genesis 

o Exodus 

o Leviticus 

o Numbers 

o Deuteronomy 

o Historical books 

o Prophets 

o Wisdom literature 

• NEW TESTAMENT: 

o Four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John)

▪ Synoptics: Matthew, Mark, and Luke –

Ascending Christology

▪ Gospel of John – Descending Christology

o Acts of the Apostles 

o Letters from Paul and other apostles and 

disciples 

o Book of Revelation 



LECTIO DIVINA – Praying 
With the Scriptures

1. Set aside about 15 minutes each week. 

2. Before the Sunday liturgy, slowly contemplate on 
the Scriptures for the coming Sunday (the gospel 
first, then if time permits the other readings) as a 
means of communion with God. 

3. This prayerful reflection will help you prepare to 
fully encounter the sacramental presence of God in 
the Sunday proclamation of the Scriptures. 

• Lection = Reading or listening

• Since the Word is such an integral part of our 

formation as Catholic Christians, Lectio Divina  is a 

method of reading the Sacred Scriptures that allows 

the reader to encounter it as God’s Word. 

• This method of prayer is an ancient practice of 

meditating on the Scriptures. 



LECTIO DIVINA – Part One: Lectio

a. Sit down in a comfortable, quiet place. Begin with a prayer 
or a litany that you can recite repeatedly until you become 
quiet and settled, such as ―Lord, have mercy, Christ, have 
mercy, Lord have mercy.  

b. Listen for the still, small quiet voice of God, God quietly 
touching your heart. 

c. Be silent before God. 

d. Slowly, purposefully read each paragraph of the Scripture 
text. Listen for a word or phrase that God might be quietly 
speaking to you. What word or phrase touches your heart? 



LECTIO DIVINA – Part Two: Meditation

a. Once you have found a word or phrase that 

speaks to you, ponder it in your heart. 

b. Take it in; allow it to wash over you. Allow it 

to interact with your thoughts and desires. 

c. Allow the word or phrase you chose to 

become God’s word for you, a word that 

touches you in your innermost spiritual 

being. 



LECTIO DIVINA – Part Three: Prayer

a. Enter into conversation with God. Offer 
every part of yourself, even the part you 
think God is not interested in, even the 
parts you do not like about yourself. 

b. Give permission for the word you have 
been given to change you, to transform 
your heart, to touch you at the deepest 
level of your being. 

c. Bring your most painful experiences into 
the word God has given you. 

d. Allow God’s healing word to heal you. 



LECTIO DIVINA – Part Four: Contemplation

a. Rest in God’s presence and 

God’s loving embrace. 

b. Be quiet before the God who 

knows you most and loves you 

best. 

c. Enter into silence, let go of your 

own words. Just enjoy being in 

the presence of God. 



LECTIO DIVINA – Part Five: Concluding Prayer

a. Before you leave this prayerful encounter with God, ask God to help you experience 

his sacramental presence on Sunday when this word is proclaimed again in the 

Eucharistic liturgy.  

b. Ask him to more deeply open your eyes and your heart to the Scripture’s power to 

transform you.  

c. Ask God to help you more fully enter into the conversation with God and his people.  

d. Ask God to show you how to become a better disciple.  

e. Ask God to show you what action, change of behavior he is asking you to consider 

as a result of praying, listening, and reflecting on his word in the liturgy and with 

others. 


